
The Cape Town Holocaust Centre is bringing the children’s opera, Brundibár, composed by Jewish Czech Hans 
Krása, to Cape Town for its South African premiere at Artscape Theatre from 18-21 July 2011. 

A children’s cast will be directed by renowned opera personality Aviva Pelham, and conducted by Alex Fokkens, 
with choreography by Roxy Levy and set & costume design by Michael Mitchell of Cape Town Opera. 

to Cape Town! 
History in the making

  
Brundibãr

The CAPE TOWN HOLOCAUST CENTRE
            brings  

“The subject of the Holocaust has always been close to my heart. I’m thrilled to be working with the rainbow children of 
South Africa, whose story resonates with the theme and symbolism of Brundibár. This is a unique opportunity to explore 
and experience hope and justice triumphing over prejudice and oppression through the magical medium of opera. 
Brundibár’s universal messages transcend time and culture and remind us of what makes us human”. 

Aviva Pelham, Director - South African production of Brundibár.

Director Aviva Pelham with some of the Brundibár cast 
rehearsing at Artscape

The opera tells the tale of two poor children seeking 
money to buy milk for their sick mother. Their quest is 

thwarted by an evil organ grinder named 
Brundibár. Three intelligent animals 

help the children defeat the bully.

Brundibár was performed 55 times in the Nazi 
ghetto, Terezín. Those who survived Terezín speak 
of the performances of Brundibár as “small bright 
sparks of hope and defiance in a long, dark night.”

The Cape Town Holocaust Centre is bringing a 
very special guest to the performances: Ela Stein 
Weissberger. Ela is a Holocaust survivor, for whom 
the opera Brundibár holds a very special place in 
her heart. Ela played the part of the Cat in all 55 
performances of the opera in Terezín (see insert box).

The opera, only 30 minutes long, is followed by The 
Children and the Bees, a play workshopped by the young 
adult actor trainees of award-winning Magnet Theatre 
and high school learners, under the directorship of Mark 
Fleishman, assisted by Frances Marek, Faniswa Yisa 
and Alex Halligey. The play contextualises the opera in 
contemporary South Africa. 

The opening night fittingly coincides with International 
Nelson Mandela Day, which encourages people 
everywhere to take responsibility for making the world 
a better place.

The Brundibár Project Exhibition runs from 14-24 
July in the Artscape Foyers. Art and writing of children 
imprisoned in Terezín is exhibited alongside the 
artwork of the learners of Frank Joubert Art Centre and 
Ibhabhathane- developed in response to the themes of 
Brundibár.

Ela Stein, dressed as the Cat, with the cast of Brundibár

“When we sang, we forgot where we were. We 
forgot hunger, we forgot all the troubles that we 
had to go through.” - Ela Stein Weissberger.

Ela Stein was 11 years old when she was sent to 
the Nazi camp, Terezín in February 1942. 

Music became a vehicle of resistance and a 
repository of hope in Terezín. The Brundibár score 
was smuggled into the camp. Ela was cast as the 
Cat, and performed in all 55 performances. This 
was not the case for many of the other children - 

there were frequent 
cast changes as the 
Nazis sent children 
away from Terezín – 
most to their deaths at 
Auschwitz-Birkenau.
  
Ela, her sister and her mother were finally freed 
on 5 May 1945. After the war, Ela lived in Israel 
and later moved to Brooklyn, New York where she 
lives today.

Ela has never forgotten her experience of 
performing in Brundibár. She continues 
to travel around the world to attend 
performances of the opera, and to share 
her memories of Terezín with audiences of 
all ages. “I speak in the voices of those 
who couldn’t make it. I speak so we can 
remember them.”

Ela will attend some of the performances, 
give a pre-performance talk on 19 July, 
the public lecture at Cape Town Holocaust 
Centre on the 24th and will share her 
experiences with Herzlia and other 
schools, and attend workshops that will 

be held during the performance week.

SPECIAL PUBLIC LECTURE:
ELA SPEAKS at the 
CAPE TOWN HOLOCAUST CENTRE:
Sunday 24 July at 7 pm. 

NOT TO BE MISSED!

PERFORMANCES at Artscape Theatre
18, 19, 20, 21 July at 7pm

Matinee 20 July at 3pm
R20 Scholars & R45 adults

10% discount for 10 or more

Book now through Computicket, 
Shoprite and Checkers outlets, www.computicket.com,
0861 915 8000 or Artscape Dial-a-Seat 021 421 7695

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER Ela Weissberger-
The Cat from the original Brundibár cast
Pre-performance Talk: Tuesday 19 July 

Artscape Theatre

Public lecture: Sunday 24 July 
Cape Town Holocaust Centre

88 Hatfield Street
Booking essential: 021 462 5553

EXHIBITION in Artscape Foyers
14-24 July 2011

For more information, call 
Natalie Barnett 083-653-7129

www.thebrundibarproject.co.za

Brundibár Costume 
desgined by Michael Mitchell


